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'BERGE DER WELT' 

Edited by Marcel Kurz for the Schweizerische Stiftung fur Alpine 
Forschungen. Published by Inte1'Verlag A. G. Zurich (Vols. I and If) ; 
Buchenverlag Verbandsdruckerei A. G. Bern (Vols. Ill, IV, and V)). · 
pp. 250 each and some so photographs). Vol. Ill is a double volunze . 

• 

HE 1950 issue of this most important annual marks the fifth year 
of its publication. Hitherto its appearance has attracted far too 
little attention in the A.J. ; this is partly because it is not readily 

obtainable here and as yet has not become widely known amongst 
British mountaineers. Now that Berge der Welt is firmly established 
both as a reference book of past mountaineering and as a record of 
contemporary expeditions, it is well to have a review of the past num
bers as well as the latest one in these pages. 

Berge der Welt, published simultaneously in French as Montagnes du 
Monde, has since the war been the official publication of the' Stiftung,' 
the Swiss mountain exploration society. Prefaces to the earlier num
bers define their main purpose. This is three-fold : to display the 
Swiss contribution to mountain exploration throughout the world, to 
report year by year on the explorations sponsored by the Stiftung, and 
to give a survey of the year's noteworthy mountaineering especially 
in the Alps .. 

The Journal has taken a few years to get into its stride, and its present 
form is clearly due to Marcel Kurz, who took over the Editorship with 
Volume II in 194.7 and whose profound and extensive researches and 
wide personal knowledge of mountaineering have made possible this 
comprehensive series of works. 

The first two volumes for 1946 and 1947 are largely introductory. 
Volume I contains a fascinating and probably unique analysis of the 
earliest recorded ascents of high mountains, starting with the Biblical 
stories of Ararat and Sinai. There are some surprises for the ignorant ; 
that 18,ooo ft. was first reached nearly 450 years ago by the first ascent 
of Popocatepetl by Cortez's stout lieutenants and that 23,000 ft. was 
exceeded as long ago as 186o by the solitary ascent by an unknown 
surveyor of a peak which appears to be in the Zaskar Himalaya. It is a 
pity that this article, which is completed in Vol. II, does not assist 
further studies by quoting the sources of information which it uses. 

The rest of Volume I is mainly Alpine, and there are many accounts 
of new routes and improved routes on the great classic climbs which, 
as they find their way into the new S.A.C. Guide Books, so enrich the 
choice of first-class expeditions available to the guideless climber in the 
Alps. Many of the new routes were made during the war. It i~ 
interesting also to see how almost all the standard routes in the Alps are 
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no,;v climbed in April, even up to the standard of the Finch route on the 
Dent d'Herens. This Alpine record is magnificently illustrated, and 
there are many action pictures , especially on difficult rock. 

We have already given a brief review of Volume II. It is n1ainly 
Himalayan. There is a I I4-page record of the Lo~ner-Sutter expedi
tion to Garhwal jn I 947, and the first part of a summary of all Hima
layan expeditions from I939 onwards. A new section is introduced 
under the heading of 'Alpine Rundschau.' This gives a summary of the 
year's news from the principal Alpine centres, and is most valuable for 
planning a season of Alpine climbing. There are full and faithful 
reports of new huts , of forgotten routes V\rhich have come into use again, 
and of old routes vvhich have become dangerous. 

It is with Volume Ill that B erge de1' Welt really shows its form. 
Marcel Kurz here sets out to fulfil the Stiftung's desire to dedicate a 
volume to the Swiss pioneers of mountain exploration beyond the Alps. 
One has sometimes sensed in their writings a feeling that the Swiss 
having allowed foreigners to snatch all but a very few conquests of their 
own mountains by the classical routes, are determined to express the 
superlative quality of their contemporary mountaineering achievement 
in the bigger mountains elsewhere. Indeed, it is perhaps one of the 
objects of the Stiftung to achieve this . What they have done overseas 
and are continuing to do ' :vith ever-increasing momentum is abundantly 
brought out in this Journal. There are accounts of Swiss exploration 
all over the world, including eight Himalayan expeditions, eight to the 
Caucasus, and others to the Andes, Rockies, Africa, the Far East, and 
Greenland. The accent is always on exploration rather than exclusively 
on mountain siege or conquest. There are biographies of the explorers 
with charming pencil sketches ' :vhich range from that prodigious 
mountain traveller and geologist Arnold Heim to our own member and 
brilliant mountaineer Andre Roch. In all it is a magnificent volume of 
over soo pages and 200 photographs of the high standard which we 
have long been accustomed to expect of the .Swiss. The spectacular 
photographs of the Andes are especially notable to British readers and 
give us cause to wonder why vve continue to neglect those great moun
tains. This volume is thoroughly indexed. 

In Volume IV Berge der W elt turns more to the straightforward 
reporting of recent expeditions. I oo pages are devoted to the Anglo
Swiss Karakoram expedition of 1947. There is an unusual account 
of the Swiss expedition to Tibesti in the East-Central Sahara, where 
that strange group of Io,ooo-ft. rock peaks, remote yet inhabited, have
become quite fashionable. South America is conspicuous again with 
the Zurich Akademischer expedition to the spectacular peaks of the Cor
dillera Blanca ; several first ascents were made, two over 2o,ooo ft. 
An interesting account of a flight round the high ranges of North-West 
China disposes of the myth of mountains in that region higher than 
Everest. Winthrop Young's great essay on V. J. E. Ryan is here trans
lated in full. It includes Ryan's brief manuscript for a book on climbs 
in the Chamonix Aiguilles, and a number of his letters . 
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Finally we have Volume V, for 1950. Pride of place is given to the 
Lohner-Sutter team again, and their important expedition to North
East Nepal is reported fully. This party has maintained the finest 
traditions by combining great achievement with the conventions of 
safe mountaineering. Pyramid Peak (23,300 ft.), not to be confused 
with the peak of the same name in the Karakoram on which the Work
mans achieved an altitude record of over 23,000 ft. in 1903, was climbed 
from the Nepal side. This peak had twice been attempted from the 
Sikkim side before the war. Two other major peaks were conquered 
and much new country explored in the ranges immediately north-west 
of Kangchenjunga on the Nepal border of Tibet. Arnold 'Heim de
scribes and illustrates a flight around the z6,ooo-ft. peaks of Central 
Nepal, now more familiar from the ground photographs of Tilman and 
the French. Winter mountaineering in the Alps (mainly in fact in 
early spring) is given a section to itself and includes interesting remarks 
on equipment, and on the different ice conditions of familiar high peaks 
at a season unfamiliar to us. The Editor's researches into Himalayan 
history are continued up to the end of the war with much detail ; even 
many of the minor war-time' expeditions' by British parties on leave 
have been noticed. Finally the Alpine Rundschau is expanded by 
Himalayan notes and by a summary of recent Soviet mountaineering 
in the Caucasus, Paniirs and Tien Shan. · 

To sum up there can be little doubt thtilt Berge der Welt has attained 
absolute leadership in the recording of world mountaineering. In its 
prime the Alpine Journal fulfilled the double function of recording 
papers read to the Club by its members and reporting notable .moun
taineering achievement t4roughout the world. It is a matter of pro
found regret to the Club that in the restricted circumstances of to-day 
the Journal can barely do justice to the first function. Berge der Welt 
now abundantly covers the second. Although it is naturally an 
expensive publication, perhaps nevertheless the Stiftung could be 
persuaded to publish it also in English. 

B. R. GOODFELLOW • 
• 

• 

• 

• 


	219
	220
	221

